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to compete with their Christian neighbours for the highest positions
in Church and State, as well as for the flesh-pots of commerce. Even
when the worldly success of these 'New Christians' excited the envy
of their 'Old Christian' neighbours and led to fresh outbursts of
persecution, the recurrent barbarities were at least nominally in-
flicted on the religious ground that the victims were crypto-Jewish
apostates. It remained for Herr Hitler and his followers, in the
Germany of 1933, to persecute the Jews avowedly and implacably
on the ground of physical race. "The Aryan paragraph' penalized a
ci-devant Jew who had become a convert to Christianity, together
with his brethren who had remained members of the Jewish religious
community. Under the Nazi dispensation, salvation and damnation
depended neither on works nor on faith, but on physique.
It was noteworthy that the three countries—Turkey, Holland and
France—which had been most hospitable to Peninsular Jewish
refugees in the sixteenth century showed the same vein of humanity
in the similar emergency of 1933.1 The Turkish Government, which
had given the Jewish victims of Ferdinand and Isabella an Islamic
asylum in Salonica and Smyrna and Stamboul, now emulated its own
historic act of generosity by engaging, at one stroke of the pen, no
less than forty-five expelled German men of learning • -both Jews and
Gentiles—to staff the recently founded Turkish national university.
And thus, by the undesigned workings of poetic justice, the service
which Sultan Mehmed the Conqueror had rendered to Western
Europe in a.d. 1453, when he had driven the last of the Creek men
of letters out of conquered Constantinople to bring light and learning
to Italy, was now repaid in the fulness of time by Adolf Hitler, when
he, in his turn, drove forth these twentieth-century German exponents
of modern Western science to carry back the torch of learning to the
shores of the Bosporus.
3. The Third Reich and the Vatican
Jewry was not the only world-wide religious fraternity on which the
German National Socialists had made war. At the moment when
Herr Hitler took office on the 30th January, 1933, German Catholics
were—and had been for some years—either deterred or, in some
^ l A fourth country which gave hospitality to evicted Peninsular Jews in tlio
sixteenth century was Tuscany, where the port of Leghorn was aluioKt entirely
their creation. In this connexion, it is noteworthy that, while the twentieth-
century Fascist movement in Italy was in many ways an analogue, if not the
prototype, of Hitlerism, it was quite free (as has been observed already on
p. 156, footnote, above) from the anti-Semitism which was so prominent and
so ugly a feature of Herr Hitler's regime.

